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Reading Skill Definition Key Words/Examples 
Compare & Contrast

Story Elements

Inference

Theme

Text Features

Text Structure

Context Clues



Reading Skill Definition Key Words/Examples 
Main Idea

Character Traits

Sequencing

Point of View

Fact & Opinion

Cause & Effect

Author’s Purpose



Finding similarities and 
differences between two ideas, 

characters, or topics.

The parts that make up a story.

Using what you know and 
evidence from the text to “read 

between the lines.”

The message that the author wants 
you to take away from the story.

Elements found in informational 
text that help the reader better 

understand the information.

The way an author organizes 
information in a nonfiction text.

clues that help you determine the 
meaning of unknown words.

Tells what something (a story, 
picture, movie, show, etc.) is 

mostly about.

The adjectives that describe a 
character’s personality.

putting events in the 
chronological order in which 

they occurred. 

The perspective from which a piece 
of text is written.

Information that can be proven 
versus someone’s personal 

opinion.

Explains WHY something happens 
and what happens as a result.

The reason Why the author writes a 
specific piece of text.



Infer, Predict, literal, inferential, 
clues, background knowledge 

Character, setting, problem, 
solution, key details, climax, 

plot, conflict

Same, Different, Similarities, 
differences, alike 

Lesson, Moral, Central Idea

Table of contents, Captions, 
Headings, Index, Glossary

Sequence, cause & effect, Compare 
& Contrast, Problem & Solution, 

Description

Synonyms, antonyms, 
definitions, Examples, 

Definitions

events, transition words (first, 
next, etc.), before, after

conflict, change, emotions, traits, 
interactions, personality, 

adjectives

big idea, mostly, events, details

1st, 2nd, 3rd, perspective 

Proof, think, favorite, believe, 
dates, numbers, events

Because, since, as a result, 
therefore, so, If, Then

Persuade, entertain, inform, 
Explain



Reading Skill Definition Key Words/Examples 
Compare & Contrast

Story Elements

Inference

Theme

Text Features

Text Structure

Context Clues

Finding similarities and 
differences between two ideas, 

characters, or topics.

The parts that make up a story.

Using what you know and 
evidence from the text to “read 

between the lines.”

Infer, Predict, literal, inferential, 
clues, background knowledge 

The message that the author wants 
you to take away from the story.

Elements found in informational 
text that help the reader better 

understand the information.

The way an author organizes 
information in a nonfiction text.

clues that help you determine the 
meaning of unknown words.

Character, setting, problem, solution, 
key details, climax, plot, conflict

Same, Different, Similarities, 
differences, alike 

Lesson, Moral, Central Idea

Table of contents, Captions, 
Headings, Index, Glossary

Sequence, cause & effect, Compare 
& Contrast, Problem & Solution, 

Description

Synonyms, antonyms, 
definitions, Examples, 

Definitions



Reading Skill Definition Key Words/Examples 
Main Idea

Character Traits

Sequencing

Point of View

Fact & Opinion

Cause & Effect

Author’s Purpose

Tells what something (a story, 
picture, movie, show, etc.) is 

mostly about.

The adjectives that describe a 
character’s personality.

putting events in the 
chronological order in which 

they occurred. 

events, transition words (first, next, 
etc.), before, after

The perspective from which a piece 
of text is written.

Information that can be proven 
versus someone’s personal 

opinion.

Explains WHY something happens 
and what happens as a result.

The reason Why the author writes a 
specific piece of text.

conflict, change, emotions, traits, 
interactions, personality, adjectives

big idea, mostly, events, details

1st, 2nd, 3rd, perspective 

Proof, think, favorite, believe, 
dates, numbers, events

Because, since, as a result, 
therefore, so, If, Then

Persuade, entertain, inform, 
Explain


